Introduction
The first & foremost duty of an obstetrician is to date the pregnancy as early as possible during the antenatal period. An accurate estimation of gestational age is fundamental to the management of all pregnancies, especially high-risk pregnancies. In some cases early termination is necessary as soon as fetus becomes mature e.g. severe pre-eclampsia & eclampsia, chronic hypertension, chronic renal disease, severe IUGR, patient with diabetes, central placenta previa, sensitized Rh-Ve mother etc. Accurate estimation of gestational age is also necessary to obtain materials for different tests as well as to interpret the results of these tests 1 .
Traditionally the duration of pregnancy is calculated in terms of 9 Table-I shows that mean kidney (left plus right) lengths increased linearly with increase in gestational age. The relationship between gestational age and mean foetal kidney length is highly significant (r = 0.990, P = 0.000). Table- II: Shows that the relationship of mean foetal kidney length either with BPD, FL, AC or HC were highly significant (P<0.001). Therefore, any one of the parameters can be used to determine gestational age. 
Discussion
With the advent of high resolution real time ultrasound, the ability to image various organs in utero has dramatically improved. This is certainly true for genitourinary tract 7 . The appearance of fetal kidney changes with advancing gestational age. On sonography, in the second trimester, the kidneys appear as avoid retroperitoneal structure that lack of distinctive borders 8 . As pregnancy advances, increased echogenicity from increasing perinephric fat is said to make them more visible by allowing easier separation of the kidney from its surrounding soft tissue 9 . By 30 weeks, their size is adequate to accentuate the normal renal parenchyma & to make identification relatively simple 10 . Technical error or maternal obesity may result in poor scans & prevent identification of fetal kidneys 11 . This is particularly true during early gestation where the fetal adrenal & renal parenchyma have very similar homogenous patterns. Later in gestation, closer to term this point is further obscured by echogenic nature of lower ribs 12 .This results in an apparent increase in the length of the kidney. This probably explains the slightly different results in different studies 13 . However, improved resolution with current machinery & transducer seems to make this less of an issue 14 . By overcoming all these obstacles, if renal length can be measured properly, it would be a good parameter to assess the gestational age of the fetus.
An often quoted rule-of thumb is that "renal length in mm approximates gestational age in weeks" 15 .In our study we also found that the mean length of fetal kidney linearly increased with gestational age ( 
